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Advancing EU Maritime Spatial Planning 

21/22
Coastal Member States have MSP

➢ Transition Phase: MSP 
implementation is reaching maturity 
across the EU. We are shifting from 
initial plan preparation to routine 
cycles of implementation, 
monitoring, and revision.

➢ Eight Member States adopted plans 
between 2022-2024, demonstrating 
significant acceleration despite the 
2021 deadline hurdles.
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Key implementation challenges
Persistent issues:

➢ Cross-sectoral coordination: 
Managing responsibility distributed across local, regional, and national 
authorities. 
Need for multi-use by design (e.g., co-locating wind farms + aquaculture).
➢ Regional consistency: Sea-basin approaches needs strengthening
➢ Coherence: Clarifying how MSP supports climate adaptation and 

biodiversity protection and restoration goals.
➢ Data fragmentation: EU-wide marine data need to support adaptive 

planning.
➢ Stakeholder inclusivity: Small-scale actors (fisheries, coastal 

communities, NGOs) need better representation.
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Way forward
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Results from the call for evidence

Stakeholder Key Priorities Notable Asks

Academia/Research  Unified EU ocean governance  Funded 
ocean observation system

Sea-basin governance, climate-smart MSP, 
data standards

EU/Non-EU Citizens  Biodiversity protection  Sustainable 
fishing  Effective MPAs

Ban bottom trawling, enforce EU laws, 
climate resilience

NGOs  Binding Ocean Act  Ban harmful 
activities (trawling, deep-sea mining)

30% MPA coverage (10% strict), 
precautionary principle, inclusive 
participation

Business Associations  Legal certainty via MSP  Align 
data/investment with outcomes

Avoid regulatory duplication, support 
decarbonisation + competitiveness

Companies/Businesses  Operationalise EU ocean data  
Streamlined governance for SMEs

Digital Twin of the Ocean, phase out 
destructive gears in MPAs

Environmental Orgs  Ecological limits first (GES + 30/10%)  
Coherent sea-basin MSP

Ban bottom trawling/oil/gas, just transition 
for coastal communities

Public Authorities  Respect subsidiarity  Multi-level 
governance

Avoid EU over-centralisation, fund 
outermost regions, sync with 
WFD/Habitats Dir.

Other (e.g., EMODnet, CPMR)  Binding policy alignment 
 EOOS as public infrastructure Tackle pollution, inclusive participation

Total responses: 706 - Countries represented: 38 (EU + global, e.g. US, Canada, Australia)
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Legislation: Ocean Act - key elements
- Serve the six priorities of the European Ocean Pact

- Reference relevant targets and objectives 

- Increase coherence and harmonisation with the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive, use of environmental data in planning activities

- Include Ocean Observation governance and coordination

- Revision of the Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) Directive – strengthen MSP, 
building on progress and practices:

→ increased cross-sectoral coordination 

→ Stronger stakeholder engagement, co-existence , multi-use by design

→ better organised sea basin approach, 

→ making MSP “climate-smart” and ecosystem-based





FRESHWATER

FISHERIES

MARINE 
WATERS

SHIPPING

CLIMATE &
ENERGY

LAND 
& SEA

• Ensure conservation of marine 
biological resources and 
management of fisheries. 

• Achieve the goals of the Common 
Fisheries Policy (CFP)

• Achieve Good environmental status 
(GES) of marine waters by 2020. 

• Monitor and assess bathing water

• Natura 2000 network of protected 
sites.

• Restore at least 30% of the EU’s 
degraded sea areas by 2030, all 
ecosystems in need of restoration by 
2050. Submit National Restoration 
Plans by mid-2026.

• Ban certain single-use plastic items.

• Climate-neutrality in the EU by 2050

• MS cooperate on goals for offshore 
renewable generation to be deployed 
within each sea basin by 2050

• Shore-side electricity supply for certain 
vessels

• Inventory of Hazardous Materials - EU list 
of ship recycling facilities.

• Maximum limits for yearly average GHG 
intensity of energy used by ships.

• Passenger and container ships to use on-
shore power supply (OPS) or alternative 
zero-emission technologies.

• Special Emission Control Areas / Pollution 
control zones

• River Basin Management Plans 
(RBMPs) and Programmes of 
Measures to achieve good chemical 
and ecological status)

• Reduce and monitor water 
pollution caused by nitrates used in 
agriculture

Ocean Act – reference targets (examples)



Thank you
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