
AVOIDING AND 
MINIMISING   
ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACTS
FROM OFFSHORE 
WIND AND GRID 
 INFRASTRUCTURE

Select turbine layout 
& location to avoid 
vulnerable habitats 
& consider bird 
movements

Avoid materials, 
liquids & 
components 
containing 
harmful 
chemicals

Schedule surveys, construction 
& maintenance activities 
outside of sensitive periods 

Site offshore 
substations 
in a way that 
minimises 
inter-array 
cabling

Minimise all vessel 
activities & reduce 
vessel speed

Consider curtailment 
to reduce collision 
risk for birds/bats

Increase the 
airgap to reduce 
collision risk for 
birds & bats

Modify 
lighting

Site wind farms & grid 
infrastructure away from 
sensitive marine areas

Employ 
measures 
to minimise 
noise during 
monopile 
installation

Use Horizontal 
Directional Drilling to 
avoid sensitive habitats

The measures included represent possible options and are not intended to be 
comprehensive. Their effectiveness depends on the specific environmental 
conditions. As such their application should be determined on a project-by-project 
and site-specific basis and informed by robust impact assessments.

Further information on  
avoidance and minimisation 
measures can be found  
in OCEaN database of  
mitigation measures.

Shield & bury cables to minimise 
the level of electro-magnetic 
field & heat exposure
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