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Who else is in the room?

Academic 
and research 
institutions

Environmental 
& climate 

NGOs
Nature 

protection 
consultancies

International, 
national and 

local 
governmental 

bodies

Maritime 
services 

providers Supply chain 
companies

Offshore 
wind 

developers

Transmission 
system 

operators
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Housekeeping rules

Introduce yourself & your organisation

Not speaking? Don’t forget to mute yourself!

Question? Just raise your hand and/or write in 
the chat

Speaking? Please turn your camera on
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What to expect today?

Presentation of the 
OCEaN ‘Mitigation' 

report and its 
accompanying database

Q&A
Your time to ask 

anything you want to 
know

Panel discussion





12 Grid Operators
18 Wind Power Companies
19 Civil Society Organisations

Collaborating for a 
green Europe!

Our Members
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Auctioning

Maritime 
Spatial 

Planning

Environmental 
impacts and 

their mitigation

Nature-
inclusive 
design

Environmental 
data 

management
Coexistence 
with other 

sectors

Nature 
restoration

Facilitate open 
forum for 
discussion

Advocate for 
OW, grids & 
nature

Showcase solutions 
and innovative 

practices

Identify and fill 
knowledge gaps



How do we then deploy offshore wind and 
grid infrastructure with nature in mind?
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Implementing avoidance & minimisation measures

-  Scattered, fragmented, information not up-to date 
-  Disagreements between stakeholders

OCEaN collection

→ Bottom-fixed offshore wind and grid infrastructure

→ Planning, construction, operation and 

decommissioning

→ covers the North & Baltic Seas

→ Embraced by NGOs, wind and grid developers

→ More than 25 years of experience
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What do we mean by avoidance and minimisation?

What is excluded?
- Nature-inclusive 

design
- Enhancement
- On- and off-site 

restoration
- Offsetting
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• Literature reviews,

• Interviews with

OCEaN Members,

• Internal discussions

How did we collect the measures?

FRAMEWORK USED FOR IDENTIFYING MEASURES
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1. Database of approx. 80 avoidance and minimisation

measures

2. Report including:

• Brief overview of collected measures

• Identified knowledge gaps

• Best practices for offshore wind and grid developers

• Recommendations for policy makers

Results

https://offshore-coalition.eu/mitigation-measures/
https://offshore-coalition.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/OCEaN-Avoidance-and-Minimisation-of-Environmental-Impacts-Report.pdf
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Examples

• Bats & offshore wind turbines – monitoring R&D – Kattegat West Baltic 

Bats Project

• Birds & offshore wind turbines – effectivness of design measures (e.g. 

ReSCUE, black blade pilot)

• Chemical pollution – impacts (e.g. ANEMOI)

• EMF – impacts & mitigation measures (e.g. FlatEMF, ElasmoPower)

Identified knowledge gaps

Dedicated 
research 
projects
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Recommendations for policymakers and permitting 
authorities - examples

•  Light design & turbine blade colour → more flexibility 

•  Noise emissions → thresholds based on best available science and 

coordination between nation states

•  Decommissioning → reconsider obligations
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15 Best practices – a few examples:

•  Timing and least-intrusive equipment for surveying

•  (Micro)siting away valuable areas for sensitive species 

•  Siting substations in a way that minimises the number and length of intra-array cabling

•  Shield and bury cables to reduce the amount of seabed under EMF

•  Adjust piling energy in the beginning of piling (soft start)

•  Using Horizontal Directional Drilling
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What’s next?

Annual 
revision of 
collected 
measures

Focus on 
knowledge 
gaps and 

innovation

Mitigation 
infographic

Dissemination, 
communication 
and advocacy



Panel discussion
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Q&A

Introduce yourself & your organisation

Not speaking? Don’t forget to mute yourself!

Question? Just raise your hand and/or write in 
the chat

Speaking? Please turn your camera on
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Learn more on 
our website

Register for our 
events mailing list
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https://offshore-coalition.eu/event/mapping-nid-solutions/


Thank you for joining!

In case of any questions:

Ana Miljanović Rusan ana@renewables-grid.eu
Wietske van Erp Taalman Kip wietske.van.erptaalmankip@tennet.eu 
Marija Nilova mnilova@scottishpower.com
Pim Somers p.somers@noordzee.nl 

mailto:ana@renewables-grid.eu
mailto:wietske.van.erptaalmankip@tennet.eu
mailto:mnilova@scottishpower.com
mailto:p.somers@noordzee.nl
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